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January 24, 2019

Michael Powell

Deputy County Attorney

Cochise County Attorney’s office
150 Quality Hill Road

Bisbee, Arizona 85603

Email: mpowell@cochise.az.gov

Re: Investigation into allegations of sexual assault/ sex abuse

Dear Michael:

I am reaching out to you with a very special request. With your background and
as a result of my experience with you, I trust your judgment and believe that you will have the
courage to make a decision that will promote the interests of justice. The law firm of Jones,
Skelton & Hochuli, P.L.C. represents Lesley and Gy WEJID. The @GEEEB have two
young children, @R, who is currently 4 years old, and W, who is currently 6. We would
like to ask your office to reopen an investigation into the possible sexual abuse, torture, and
unlawful sexual conduct of \WgED and SEED while they were under the care and supervision of
the (S former neighbors, Rick and Susanne McConnell. We are positively convinced that
both children were severely sexually abused and traumatized by the McConnells.

L. BACKGROUND

In 2011, Lesley and (SSEN W moved to Hereford, Arizona from San
Diego, California, after receiving @Il first assignment as a Special Agent for the =
Lesley was a journalist and media specialist in charge of media and public relations for San
Diego County, and @ had previously served as a firefighter and worked in military
intelligence before joining the S8 as a special agent.

Hereford is ten minutes outside of Sierra Vista, and a smaller community. Lesley
and @I could afford to rent a larger house with land there and accommodate their active dog.
It was a quiet area and, over time, the @EJEl met all their neighbors including Rick and Susanne
McConnell, who lived directly across the street.

Several months after their move to Arizona, Lesley learned that she was pregnant
with the couple’s first child. The (IJlB had wanted to start a family and were overjoyed with
the news. In June 2012, their son @@ was born. He was a happy and healthy baby, and
Lesley loved being a mother. She worked from home, so she was able to take TR with her on
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errands, walk, or jog around the neighborhood. Neighbors would wave and say hi, and the

@ would return the greetings, but §ill} and Lesley did not regularly socialize with any of
their neighbors,

Almost two years later after QEEgp was born, Lesley learned that she was
expecting again with the couple’s second child. By this time, the @EjES® had lived in Hereford
for almost three years. They wanted to be closer to town and JElll# work. They began looking
for a house, and in spring of 2014, found a house in Sierra Vista and moved in shortly thereafter.
One month later, Lesley gave birth to their daughter, SR

IL. RELATIONSHIP WITH RICHARD “RICK” AND SUSANNE MCCONNELL

A. Susanne initiates contact with Lesley.

Shortly after they moved, Lesley received a call from her former neighbor,
Susanne McConnell. Lesley and Susanne were cordial when they lived in Hereford, but never
particularly close. Their personal interactions were largely limited to exchanging greetings in
passing. The McConnells did however, watch the QU dog once when they went out of
town, gave {iil"a Halloween bag, and dropped off Christmas cookies the past three years.
Even so, the two families never spent time together, never visited each other’s homes, and the
topic of babysitting never came up; Lesley was surprised to hear from her former neighbor.

Susanne asked Lesley if she and her husband (Rick) could come over. She told
Lesley that she had baby gifts for her and wanted a tour of their new house. Lesley had already
planned to host an Easter brunch, so she invited Susanne and Rick to join them. The
McConnells accepted the invite and brought over several baby gifts. It was the first time the two
families spent any significant time together. Less than three weeks later, the (EEEP little girl,
W, was born in May 2014.

After R birth, Susanne started calling Lesley weekly, offering to babysit
D and WS for free. She would also ask to stop by weekly, and would bring toys, coloring
books, candy, and gifts for Gl and {@@Rs In hindsight, Susanne’s actions not only fit the
profile of potential sex offenders, but also unusual because Susanne never showed the same
amount of attention toward QR after he was born and the IR lived across the street from
the McConnells. Lesley would accept the gifts, but declined Susanne’s offer to babysit because
she was a stay-at-home-mom and able to watch both children.

In late June/July 2014, close to (BB second birthday, Lesley and @B began
noticing that &mg@» had developed speech delays. They took him to a pediatrician who
recommended that he try speech therapy. YR started speech therapy sessions in August 2014.
For the first few months, he had monthly sessions, then in January 2015, he began attending
speech therapy weekly. It was eventually during these speech therapy visits that Susanne and
Rick McConnell persuaded Lesley to allow them to start watching Wl regularly.
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B. The McConnells begin watchin and

Susanne remained persistent with her calls to Lesley after they moved and into
2015, continuing to offer to babysit {iillB and W for free. Although Lesley had never
spoken to Susanne this often, even when they lived across the street, she did not think much of
Susanne’s newfound interest in babysitting her children at the time. Eventually, Lesley decided
to take Susanne up on her offer. By this time, @@ was attending speech therapy monthly, and
Lesley wanted to try and devote more one-on-one time with [ll@. She allowed Susanne to
take W for a few hours every couple weeks, and between August and December 2014,
Susanne and Rick watched gl about five or six times.

Susanne and Rick continued offering to babysit (il and WP In January
and February 2015, Q@R began attending weekly speech therapy sessions. Therapists had told
Lesley that Wl could be somewhat of a distraction to her brother and suggested that (R
not attend, so Lesley decided to let the McConnells help watch (I while GmglR was at
therapy. Susanne and Rick also offered to watch R and WS outside of therapy or
Lesley’s one-on-one time with GRE®, and Lesley let them watch the kids when she had
appointments, or the GEJBE® had “date night.” Lesley and QP always offered to pay the
McConnells, but Susanne and Rick never accepted money. In retrospect, this was also
suspicious because Susanne would complain to Lesley about not having money.

In the summer of 2015, Lesley and @I took a 9-week class on financial
planning through their church. The church offered free babysitting, but Susanne insisted that she
and Rick be allowed to watch (R and Wil® Lesley recalled Susanne telling her it was
better for WPend PR to stay with her because, “she [Susanne] wouldn’t want anything to
happen to the kids in church daycare and she [Susanne] felt better if they [Susanne and Rick]
were watching them.”

October 2015 was the first indication that something was amiss. Lesley recalls
that it was around this time that whenever she took Wl to the McConnells, he would throw a
fit and start crying. Lesley did not know why, and Q@ never said anything. When Lesley
asked Susanne if anything happened, Susanne had told Lesley that {Jji had gotten into some
trouble because he had thrown a ball in the house. Ironically, (@l talked about this later when
he began disclosing information to his parents and play therapists. Lesley also recalls Sl
saying, “sometimes I like her [Susanne] and sometimes 1 don’t,” when describing Susanne. He
never explained why, and Lesley figured it was a passing phase. It was also around this time that
@@ stopped accepting treats from Susanne when she brought them out when Lesley dropped
off the kids. Although@{JlB® behavior was puzzling, neither Lesley nor @il suspected that it
had to do with any inappropriate behavior or events at the McConnells.

During the winter and spring of 2016, QI behavioral issues were getting
worse. He attended speech therapy, but also begin displaying what speech therapists called
“sudden onset stuttering” which meant that it did not develop with his beginning language. He
also started acting out, and would also pace in circles inside the house for hours, repeat himself,
struggled to sleep at night, suffered from insomnia, and had recurring nightmares. He had an

Scanned with CamScanner



JONES, SKELTON & HOCHULI, P.L.C.

unhealthy fear of being left alone, spoke of ghosts, and a man with white hair. He disliked doors
being closed in a room, and began avoiding eye contact with Lesley and @R Additionally, for
a year, he had episodes of unexplained rectal bleeding (which doctors initially chalked up to
constipation). The @l took him in for testing, thinking he had autism or Asperger’s, but
tested inconclusive for both. There seemed to be no explanation for his erratic behavior.

Interestingly, in late March of 2016, the McConnells came over to the il
house for Easter brunch. Instead of welcoming Susanne and Rick to their home, (EEEIR and
@I acted unusually hostile toward the McConnells. G decided that he would curl up
under the table instead of interacting with them, and when the'ElJE told GEBE that Rick and
Susanne were coming over, Sl refused to put on her Easter dress and threw a fit, crying for
nearly an hour before they arrived. It was only later that the GJllp realized that these were
indications that something may have been amiss.

I11. SIGNS OF SEXUAL ABUSE
A. The last visit to the McConnell’s an comment in the bathtub.

On Thursday, April 14, 2016, Lesley picked up GBSl from the McConnell’s.
Lesley noticed that B was freshly bathed and asked Susanne why she had given Ul a
bath. Susanne told her that SR “wanted” a bath. This was unusual. Lesley had already told
Susanne on two separate occasions that Susanne did not need to bathe the kids because Lesley or
@ had done so before they were dropped off. Susanne had decided to do so anyway.

The next day (April 15, 2016), QD developed a red hive-like rash on her back,
legs, and butt. She also had a yeast infection—it was her sixth yeast infection in six months.
The @R were concerned that WA had a skin issue and wondered about her recurring yeast
infections. They began to suspect that the rash and yeast infection might be connected with the
bath that Susanne had given USRS

On Sunday April 17, 2016, three days after Lesley noticed a8 rash and yeast
infection, Lesley was giving I a bath, when &g@lp yelled, “Rick...car...don’t want it, don’t
want it....” Lesley was upset, shocked, and even more concerned that this might also be related
to possible misconduct by the McConnells. She did not know why Eliseemed frightened,
and had no idea what Wl was talking about.

The next day, Monday April 18, 2016, Lesley took Wy and g@rto their
scheduled pediatrician appointment. While waiting to see the nurse practitioner, Lesley decided
to ask IR whether Rick or Susanne had ever touched his penis. Without replying either in the
affirmative or negative, Q@B stated, “mom, can we talk about this later.” \mEgEE® response
was troubling. After the examinations, Lesley decided to ask the children’s pediatrician about
possible signs of sexual abuse/assault. Several were consistent with NIl and GRS
behavior, and their recent statements. She discussed her concerns with the nurse practitioner,
who also began to suspect that \EEgR» and SER were victims of possible misconduct. She
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recommended the @ take their children to Lori’s Place for an assessment. Lori’s Place had
just opened in Sierra Vista, and was designed as a center to serve and help crime victims.

After leaving the pediatrician’s office, Lesley asked Wil whether Rick had ever
touched her in the car—following up on NN statements from the bathtub the day before.
TP responded, “yes.” Her response was equally concerning as QEill® statement earlier that
day. Lesley asked I where Rick had touched her, and [l pointed to her vagina. Lesley
asked WP what Rick had touched her with, and Summg® pointed to her mouth and said, “lips.”
Lesley was shocked. She spoke to her husband about what the children’s nurse practitioner had
told her and what WP and @EENER had said in the car. Together, they decided to call and take

W@ and W to Lori’s Place for a visit and forensic interviews. Unfortunately, it was also
the start of a long and disorganized “investigation.”

B. Faulty and mistake-filled investigation

On Tuesday, April 19, 2016, the QI took QEEER and WHR in for forensic
interviews. gy was almost four years old and GQEEE» was almost two. They were the
youngest children anyone from Lori’s Place had tried to interview. Neither Lesley nor*yil
were allowed to be in the room during the interviews, but they spoke to the forensic interviewer
afterwards. The forensic interviewer confirmed their suspicions of possible sexual abuse.

The forensic interviewer told the e that (G talked about playing ice
games and hating to hear the wind blow when they locked him outside, among others. (Lesley

and GE»had never kept WP outside, and had never accidentally locked JEJ out of the
house.) She told the Q@ that at one point during her interview of { i, Wl had pointed
to her private parts and said, “Rick hurt me.” This was consistent with what the (P later
learned as their children continued disclosing more information. While police were initially
concerned about WP and G credibility due to their young age, they used the

information from the interviews to prepare a search warrant for the McConnell’s home. It was
served a week later.

After executing the search warrant (which seemed to focus on computer
equipment and trying to find inappropriate images), detectives told the Q@ that Rick
appeared to be slow and not computer savvy. Detectives indicated that Susanne invoked her
Miranda rights before being told what she was being investigated for. This information was
inconsistent with what Lesley and @i} knew about their technologically proficient and chatty
former neighbors. Detectives searched through the information they obtained, but their efforts
appeared to Lesley and @) to be lackluster, at best. For example, they took some, but not all
of the McConnell’s computer equipment, seized some, but not all, of the photographs of (P
and WGP and never seized or tested any children’s clothes in the house (the McConnells did
not have any children living or staying with them). Detectives also did not seize and analyze the
computer router from the McConnell’s home, which would have provided valuable information.
Further, instead of continuing to investigate possible sexual misconduct by interviewing other
potential witnesses including parents, who had Rick and Susanne watch their children, ex-
spouses (3), or acquaintances of Rick or Susanne, detectives decided to close their investigation
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after not finding any inappropriate photographs or videos. In addition, even though police had
used the forensic interviews of GEED and GJEE to obtain the search warrant, they decided
prosecution was not feasible because the children were so young, and therefore, lacked
credibility.  Shockingly, the Chief Criminal Prosecutor from the Cochise County Attorney’s
Office, had also told the GEJEE® at the time that cases involving children under 6 years old could
not be pursued because of credibility, and declined to prosecute the McConnells. Lesley and
WP offcred to take the children in for another interview with a different (more experienced)
interviewer, but detectives and county attorney would not consider a second interview. In other
words, instead of pursuing an investigation, the police looked for excuses to close it.

C. The learn more after they are forced to move,

The GEEEE) were frustrated and disappointed by the Chief Prosecutor and
Sheriff’s department’s decision to not continue the investigation and pursue charges. Further,
while they had already cut off their children’s contact with the McConnells, the (i@ did not
want to re-traumatize their children by staying in Sierra Vista, where there was a high probability
that they would run into the McConnells. @D cxplained his family’s concerns to his
supervisors, and the @ transferred QI to a different state a few months later.

The move was not only reassuring to Lesley and @l but also seemed to have a
profound effect on their children. GmmyErand Qg seemed to randomly open up, and Lesley
and @} heard things they never expected to hear from their children. One night, SglR told
@, “Rick touched my penis and my butt.” SR also told {ii@that Rick would take baths
with him, and how Rick and Susanne would lock he and his sister in a closet and growl at them
like a “bear,” scaring both he and . At Christmastime, Wil would start crying when she
saw Santa Claus. WD and @R were confused, but (R later told them that Rick dressed
up like Santa, tried to scare them, and sometimes told them to take off their clothes, and (EEgR
said, “he ripped off my nightgown and said, ho, ho, ho.” <@l disclosed that he would be taped
up in a cardboard box or made to lie in a hole filled with rocks, with Rick telling him that, “this
is where you will be forever, if you tell.” R and gD both told their parents separately
about being locked in the McConnell’s horse trailer, and on more than one occasion, (g said
that, Rick and Susanne “put their fingers in mine and EENEE® butt and [they]'d be sore
afterwards.”

Both children randomly talked about the McConnells’ constant threats to kill their
parents as why they never spoke up. (R described Rick telling him that he would be,
“hugging Lesley once she comes to pick them up, with Susanne shooting her in the back.” All of
this information was overwhelming to @llland Lesley, and neither of them knew how to react.
One evening, as they were getting ready for bed, GEED told them that Rick “put his penis in my
butt” and then “peed all over the couch.” Lesley and QR finally decided to enroll their
children in therapy. Officials had previously told the SR that therapy could interfere with
any prosecution and “taint” interviews, so they had delayed getting counseling until they moved.
In addition, after being told “no™ by both the prosecutor’s office and sheriff’s office that they
would not pursue the investigation, and at the encouragement of the children’s therapist, Lesley

Scanned with CamScanner



Scanned with CamScanner



